
The Paddock is Changing 
Tottenham Hale contains a great variety of open spaces, from local park and 

play features to regionally important natural landscapes. 

At the Paddock, Haringey Council is working with nature reserve experts The 

Conservation Volunteers (TCV) and Land Use Consultants (TCV) to develop a 

new management plan and design for the site. 

We want to hear your views on the Paddock and how you would like to see it 

enhanced for wildlife and local residents. Your feedback will help shape the 

developing plans for the site. 

Key Objectives 
Haringey’s key objectives for The Paddock site are to create; 

• a well-used green space, which supports community and educational 

activities, and provides multiple opportunities for visitors to explore and 

learn in a unique ecological setting 

• a well-managed, exemplar site for ecology and biodiversity in Haringey 

• a well-connected green space, which seamlessly integrates with the new 

Hale Wharf pedestrian bridges and Ferry Lane improvements and is a 

key element of the emerging ‘green grid’ of routes connecting Tottenham 

to the Lea Valley 

 



The changing context of Tottenham 
Hale 
Our ambition for Tottenham Hale is to be London’s next great neighbourhood. 

Significant change is underway to deliver a new town centre, new homes, new 

jobs, a new health centre as well as providing improved streets and green and 

open spaces. 

Tottenham Hale’s Green and Open 
Space Strategy 
The Council is working with residents and community partners to improve and 

connect Tottenham Hale’s green and open spaces. Improving access to the 

Paddock, whilst protecting and enhancing its ecology, is a key part of our 

regeneration plans. 

New Connections 
Currently The Paddock is isolated.  Linking this site into the wider network of 

open spaces is vital to the enhancement and connection of the site.  

New Pedestrian Bridge Link from Milmead Road 

 



Tottenham Hale Green and Open Spaces Strategy - New 
Connections 

 

 

 

 

 



The Paddock - Site History and Use 
The Paddock is a historic island within the Lea Valley, bordered by 

watercourses to the north, east and west.  

Site History  
The Paddock has had a long and surprising history. Until the mid-19th century it 

formed the northern half of the Mill Mead water meadow. This was common 

land supplying grain to neighbouring Tottenham Mill. It was one of many mills 

located along the River Lea. The earliest mention of a mill at Hale Wharf is in 

1254.  

 

 



Archaeological excavations in 2018 at Hale Wharf uncovered 16th century 

foundations of the mill. Until its destruction by fire in 1860, the mill had 

produced flour for local villagers for centuries, grinding their grain grown on the 

meadow. The mill also manufactured very fine flour and, at times, woven paper, 

both aimed at the luxury market. 

 

After World War One, the land became a sports and football ground owned by 

the nearby Harris Lebus furniture factory. Attracted to the open space, since 

1901 this world-class name in industry expanded over the surrounding 

marshes. A major employer in the area, it provided outdoor facilities for its 

workforce. After Lebus closed in 1970, the site was abandoned, occasionally 

used to graze horses, hence the origin of the name ‘Paddock’. The building of 

the Victoria Line Extension between 1962-1968 also saw excavated clay 

deposited on the land, creating undulating ground levels. 

 



 

Current Use 
The Paddock Community Nature Reserve opened in 2000 providing a valuable 

habitat for wildlife and opportunities for visitors to enjoy the natural 

environment. Classified a key, designated site for nature conservation and 

biodiversity within Haringey, it neighbours an ecologically rich area comprising 

the Walthamstow Wetlands, Tottenham Marshes and the River Lea. 

The Paddock is typical of a post-industrial abandoned site, which has evolved 

through natural colonisation. The ‘wilderness’ area  

in the centre of the Paddock has grown naturally to form young woodland and 

scrub dominated by elder, willow and blackberry. This provides a valuable 

nesting habitat for birds such as song thrush, blackbird and various warblers. 

Weasels and hedgehogs have also been seen here. Surrounded on two sides 

by water, the Paddock provides an important refuge for water birds and other 

animals and plants. 

The Paddock Community Nature Park is owned and managed by Haringey 

Council in partnership with the Friends of the Paddock for the benefit of local 

people and the wildlife it supports. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Paddock - A naturally colonised 
landscape 
This site’s isolated location as well as the site’s history as a post-industrial 

landscape has ensured the site has developed predominantly through natural 

colonization enabling a unique ecology to develop on site. 

Protecting and enhancing ecology 
There is an opportunity to enhance and diversify the range of habitats within the 

Paddock to create a natural haven for wildlife and people.  

1. Mature elder scrub dominates the central woodland within the site. 

Beneath the scrub canopy a variety of lichens and mosses have 

colonized the construction rubble creating a unique groundcover 

2. The Old River Lea borders the eastern edge of the site creating a natural 

river edge to the site a rare occurrence in the local area where all the 

watercourses are channelized. 

Wildlife Haven 
The site has the potential to support a variety of protected species; 

• River Bank: Water vole and otters 

• Meadows and  Verges: Reptiles, invertebrates and amphibians 

• Scrub and Broadleaved woodland:  Nesting birds, bats and dormice 

 

 



Existing habitats and vegetation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mature elder scrub 

 

South eastern view of the Old River Lea 

 

Existing meadow and picnic space 

 

 

 



The Paddock - What is the future of the 
site 
Vision: The Paddock Nature Reserve 
There is an opportunity to create a unique nature reserve for the residents of 

Tottenham Hale where the existing site ecology is protected, enhanced and 

diversified  creating an educative and recreational resource where local 

residents can interact with  nature whilst sensitive habitats are protected.  

 

What’s happening now 
In order to achieve this vision Haringey Council has implemented the first phase 

of works; 

Site Management: The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) have been employed by 

Haringey to develop a 21yr Maintenance and Management Plan for the 

Paddock which incorporates community involvement and volunteering. TCV will 

have a presence on site from Oct 2020.  

Invasive Weed Treatment: As Japanese Knotweed is prevalent on site. 

Haringey Council will carry out a comprehensive treatment programme, which 

will result in changes to levels of parts of the site 



Paddock Enhancement Project: LUC have been employed by Haringey Council 

to develop a series of design proposals to enhance site infrastructure. The 

works will include new path networks, ecological enhancements and a new 

educational/volunteer facility to support TCV’s maintenance and management 

plans. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Existing Character Areas 
Character Area map 

 



Character Area 1: Eastern Entrance 
The new SuDS verge installed as part of the Ferry Lane works creates a 

gateway pedestrian entrance opening onto a larger meadow space. 

Character Area 2: Western Entrance 
This pedestrian and vehicle entrance leads to an area of existing hard standing 

which will become the temporary base for the TCV volunteer team. The space 

is enclosed by vegetation with views to Ferry Lane. 

Character Area 3: Elder Scrub Woodland 
The central area is primarily a rare mature Elder and scrub woodland, which is 

unique in Haringey. A new network of paths will look at how we can enhance 

access to these key important habitats whilst protecting them. 

Character Area 4: Eastern Meadow and View 
Point 
The circular route divides leading to a low level meadow and an elevated 

seating space. There is potential to create an elevated space and viewpoint 

point within this seating area , a rare occurrence in the Lea Valley, which will 

provide residents with wide ranging views of the Lea Valley, the adjacent 

network of watercourses and the Walthamstow Wetlands.  

Character Area 5: Old River Lea Bank 
The natural riverbank of the Old River Lea is a rarity in the local area and is key 

space for habitat enhancement and for local residents to explore and enjoy. 

 

 

 

 



The Paddock - Have your say 
Help shape this exciting project by giving us your views on the Paddock. 

 

Share your thoughts and knowledge 
This engagement is an opportunity to share your views on the existing Paddock 
site and how you would like to see the site enhanced for wildlife and local 
residents. Your feedback will be incorporated into the developing design 
proposals for the Paddock Nature Reserve. 

Please fill in the questionnaire to give your views on;   

• How you currently use the site 
• How you would like to use the site 
• Your favourite features 
• Your ideas for improving access and activation of the site 

How to contribute 
Please visit  www.tottenham.london/explore/tottenham-hale/paddock where you 
can: 

• Access the link to our Virtual Consultation Hub. Due to the Covid 19 
restrictions the consultation will be a virtual online event. 

• Share your stories or photos of the Paddock 
• Complete an online questionnaire 

http://www.tottenham.london/explore/tottenham-hale/paddock


• Please note paper copies of the questionnaire can be handed in to the 
TCV office on site 

All contact information is provided at www.tottenham.london/explore/tottenham-
hale/paddock 
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