
Welcome video



Next steps 
After our Issues and Options consultation we’ll carefully consider 
all the feedback and comments made, and will use these, together 
with new evidence we are gathering, to prepare a draft Local Plan for 
consultation in 2022.  We’ll publish a final version for comments in spring 2023 
then an independent Planning Inspector will carefully examine the plan before it is 
adopted by the council.

Welcome  
to the South Lakeland Local Plan Review  
‘Issues and Options’ consultation 
We hope that anyone who cares about the future of our area will want to be involved in 
the review of our Local Plan, which will set out how South Lakeland will change and 
develop between now and 2040.  

The Virtual Consultation Room 
Thank you for visiting our virtual consultation room. Please have a look around and 
share your views with us to help us prepare a draft Local Plan that we will consult on in 
2022.  

There is lots of information for you to view and the following steps may help you find 
your way around: 

View our welcome video. 

Look at the exhibition boards which provide a brief introduction to our Local 
Plan Issues and Options report, split into a number of themes and topic areas.  

Read the Local Plan Issues and Options report and various supporting 
documents which provide a lot more detail. You can find out more about these 
in the final exhibition board or using the link above this board. 

Talk to a planning officer online or on the phone (see details on the 'Talk to 
a Planning Officer' Console). 

Answer our online survey via the ‘Have Your Say’ Console. 

The closing date for responses is 30 September 2021.  

If you have any difficulty accessing the documents online, or if you are unable to 
provide feedback through the online survey please call the Strategy Team on  
01539 733333 or email: development.plans@southlakeland.gov.uk or write to: 
Strategy Team, South Lakeland District Council, South Lakeland House, 
Kendal LA9 4DQ 
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are for future development 

in South Lakeland? 
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our Issues and 
Options report 
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why? 
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WE ARE 
HERE

We want to hear your views 
As you’re looking through our exhibition and Issues  
and Options report please think about: 



What is the Issues and Options 
Stage? 
We started reviewing our Local Plan in early 2020. 
We asked people how they saw the future of South 
Lakeland, what they thought was important in 
planning for the next 20 years and which parts of our 
Local Plan needed to change. 

Building on what people told us during this very early 
consultation, and further research we have 
undertaken, we’re now at what we call the ‘Issues 
and Options’ stage.  We’re still at an early stage of 
the review and need your views before the draft plan 
is drawn up. So everything in the Issues and 
Options report is for discussion and nothing is 
decided.  

At this stage we present some of the key issues in 
planning for future development in South 
Lakeland. We set out a number of options 
and approaches on how 
the new Local Plan might 
address the issues and 
ask your views on them. 

For example we set out 
options for how new 
development might 
respond to the 
climate crisis, and 
options for how 
many homes we 
think need to be 
built, and options for 
managing change 
in our town centres 
and helping them adapt 
to changes. 

The plan has to deal with 
many different issues and 
there are many choices to make. 

The Local Plan Review 
To make it easier to understand, we’ve 
split the main Issues and Options report into a number 
of chapters covering different topics or ‘themes’. It’s 
important to note that the topics are all linked 
together and some issues such as climate change run 
all through the document. 

The South Lakeland Local Plan 
Review 
We need to regularly review our Local Plan, and 
our new plan will update and replace a number of our 
existing  Local Plan documents: 
• Core Strategy (2010) - sets out in broad terms 

how much development will happen and where; 
• Land Allocations (2013) - allocates land for 

development (e.g. housing) and protection (e.g. 
green spaces); 

• Development Management Policies (2019) - 
sets out what the Council expects from new 

development when considering planning 
applications. 

Our new updated Local Plan will 
set out how places in South 

Lakeland will change and 
develop between now and 

2040. 
The Lake District and 
Yorkshire Dales National 
Parks have their own 
local plans. South 
Lakeland’s Local Plan 
only covers parts of the 
District which lie 
outside the National 

Parks. 
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What is a Local Plan? 
A Local Plan is a plan setting out how an area will 
change and develop over the next 15-20 years. It 
sets out: 

• Where new homes and other development 
will go; 

• How development can happen in a way which 
benefits our environment and our 
communities; 

• How the infrastructure needed to support 
that development will be delivered – 
including transport, health, education, parks 
and green spaces.  

It does this by allocating sites for new development, 
identifying protected areas and setting out the policies 
the Council uses when it makes decisions on planning 
applications. 

Local Plan 
Themes



A Vision for South Lakeland 
Vision 
The Local Plan is a long term plan for the next 20 years. This means thinking 
about what sort of South Lakeland we would like to see in 2040. We’ve 
drafted the following vision for our area which aligns with our Council Plan 
and would like to hear your thoughts on it. 

South Lakeland is the best place to live, work 
and explore 

“South Lakeland is at the centre of a Morecambe Bay Economic Region at the 
cutting edge of delivering sustainable economic growth in the North of England 
with homes, high value jobs, world class knowledge and exceptional quality of life. 

South Lakeland has a balanced community housing a growing working age 
population and providing the best possible quality of life for all age groups.  

South Lakeland is a fairer district where everyone has access to the same 
opportunities, life chances and potential to lead safe, healthy, happy and fulfilled 
lives.  

South Lakeland is a more beautiful, quieter and cleaner district leading the way to 
net zero with more comfortable, warmer and safer homes, cleaner air and water, 
more wildlife, more trees and more jobs in a thriving sustainable economy and  
an environmental quality and quality of life that is recognised as the best in 
England.” 

Deciding on our priorities 
We’ve drafted a set of objectives to help us 
achieve the vision and these are set out on 
the following boards for each theme. 

In setting objectives and policies for future 
development in South Lakeland we need 
to be aware that there are sometimes 
competing interests, for example: 

• between economic priorities and 
environmental protection 

• between the interests of people 
who need jobs and housing, and 
people who value stability and have 
concerns about the impacts of 
change on their communities 

• between short term interests and long term interests 

• between the needs of people who live in towns and those who live in the 
countryside 

• between the needs of people on different incomes 

• between the needs of people driving with the needs of people walking and cycling.  

The Local Plan needs to balance all of these things and in doing so has to make some 
hard choices.  

A critical area is development viability.  The Government requires us 
to ensure that our plan is ‘viable’. This means that what the council requires from 
developers – things like affordable housing, 
higher energy efficiency standards, habitat 
improvements, green space provision, 
contributions to infrastructure etc does not 
increase development costs to the point where 
development does not happen. So we need to 
decide what is most important and how to 
balance these competing demands.  

This may mean trade-offs 
and compromises between 
different aims and objectives 
and we need to understand 
which priorities people think 
are the most important.  

 

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 



What is the Local Plan trying to 
achieve? 
“To ensure that new development plays its part in 
achieving a Carbon Neutral Cumbria by 2037 and that 
environments and communities are adaptable and 
resilient to climate change” 
Rising levels of greenhouse gases are causing warmer 
temperatures, rising sea levels and more extreme weather events 
like floods and droughts. This is a threat to us all.  

By law the UK must reach ‘net zero’ greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 and here in 
South Lakeland we have gone further as a Council, by declaring a climate emergency 
and setting our own target of the district becoming net zero by 2037. 

What issues and options are we looking at? 
Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions from New Buildings 
We are considering how the Local Plan can help reduce carbon emissions 
from new buildings. An option is to set higher local standards for new 
buildings in South Lakeland than those set nationally through  Building 
Regulations. 

Sustainable Construction and Design 
We are considering strengthening our policies that require new buildings to 
be designed and constructed in environmentally sustainable ways. We’re 
also thinking about producing extra guidance for developers on this topic. 

Promoting Renewable Energy  
We are considering whether our Local Plan should offer more support for 
renewable energy projects. This includes considering whether to map the 
areas that we think are appropriate for renewable energy generation such as 
wind turbines and solar panels.  

Resilient Landscapes 

We are looking to introduce a policy to encourage our landscapes to be used 
to help manage and adapt to climate change. For example encouraging 
natural flood management upstream of towns and improving habitat areas. 

Flood Risk 

We are updating our flood risk evidence to help us understand the areas at 
risk of flooding now and in the future, using new computer flood models 
developed after the 2015 floods. We will take this into account when we are 
considering new sites for development in the Local Plan. 

Planning for climate change 
We think the Local Plan should: 

• Ensure that the Council’s carbon reduction target is incorporated in the Local Plan  

• Make it clear that new development should play its part in responding to the 
climate crisis.  

• Support community energy schemes and micro-regeneration 

• Require developers to explain how their proposals will address climate change 
issues when they apply for planning permission 

• Support the retrofitting of existing buildings for example renewable energy or 
energy efficiency improvements. 

• Monitor the carbon emissions in our area so we know if we are on track to meet our 
zero carbon target. 

• Ensure that new developments are resilient to 
the impacts of climate changing, including 
measures to improve flood resilience and to 
prevent over-heating. 

 

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

Theme 1: Tackling Climate Change 



What is the Local Plan trying to achieve? 
“To ensure that development is sustainable – in being sited in 
locations where people can access jobs and services, and in 
delivering wider social and economic outcomes within the 
district’s environmental limits ” 
The Local Plan sets out where new development should be built in our area and also 
where we should restrict new development from taking place. 

What issues and options are we looking 
at? 
Sustainable Places – the ‘settlement hierarchy’ 
We’re reviewing how we decide which towns and villages are the most appropriate 
locations for development. This involves looking at issues such as service provision, 
transport connections and environmental issues. This might result in changes to our 
current list of principal, key and local service centres as shown on the map. 

Distributing New Development – the 
‘development strategy’ 
We’re considering whether we should change how we share out new 
development across our towns and villages. At present over half of 
new development is focused on Kendal and Ulverston. We have the 
option to consider whether more development should take place in 

our main towns or whether a bigger share should be in our 
smaller towns, larger villages or rural areas. 

Settlement Development Boundaries 
We are considering whether to keep, change or remove 
our development boundaries, which are drawn around 
towns and large villages to make a clear distinction 
between built up areas and the countryside. 

‘Green Gaps’ 
We are considering whether to keep or change our ‘Green 
Gaps’ which prevent some of our towns and villages 
merging together. 

Selecting new sites for development 
We’ll be selecting some new sites for development to help meet housing and 
employment needs up to 2040.  Some sites were suggested to us in summer 2020 
through our ‘Call for Sites’ (see our document library to see the sites) and we’re inviting 
further suggestions now. 

We will be assessing these and will decide if any are suitable to be included in the Local 
Plan. We will consult on preferred sites in 2022 as part of our draft Local Plan. 

We think that in selecting sites we should:  

• Make the best use of previously developed and vacant or derelict sites and prioritise these over 
greenfield sites. 

• Support higher density development in town centres and locations with good public transport. 

• Avoid sites with serious environmental constraints such as flood risk or sites that would cause 
environmental damage. 

• Prioritise sites that are close to services and facilities and 
have sustainable transport options (e.g. cycling, walking, 
buses, trains). 

• Support mixed use development sites such as mixed 
housing and employment sites. 

• Support large scale (‘strategic’) housing or employment 
sites in particular locations where they are appropriate to 
help us meet our development needs. 

• Carefully consider infrastructure capacity (e.g. utilities, 
broadband, electricity) 

• Avoid sites that would result in the loss of local valued 
green spaces.

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

35%

20%
13%

21%

11%

Current Local Plan 
Distribution 

< Kendal 
< Ulverston 
< Key service centres 
< Local service centres 
< Rural

Settlement boundaries and 
green gaps

Theme 2: Development Strategy 



At this stage we’ve identified what we think are the main issues in planning for Kendal 
and Ulverston, and we’re consulting on possible broad ’directions of growth’ for the 
towns. We’ve also set out some broad suggested principles for planning for the future 
of these towns, including considering how we can support their town centres, and 
considering options for large scale projects such as new road links. We want to 
understand communities' aspirations for the future of their towns. 

Our Key Service Centres 

Grange-over-Sands, Milnthorpe and Kirkby Lonsdale are currently our ‘key service 
centres’ in the Local Plan, and act as hubs providing a range of services and facilities for 
their residents and surrounding rural areas. 

Through the Local Plan Review we will be carefully considering the development needs 
of these places. We will be considering which areas and sites may be appropriate for 
new development that supports these communities into the future. We’ll be 
considering which areas within and on the edge of these places should be protected 
from development to protect their identities and character, and to ensure green spaces 
for communities.  

At this stage of the review we are seeking to understand local communities’ aspirations 
for the future. We’ve  set out some general principles that we think we should apply in 
planning for the future of our key service centres and would welcome your thoughts. 
We are also considering broad options for how our key service centres might develop in 
future, including identifying some possible ’directions of growth’.   

 

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

What is the Local Plan trying to achieve? 
“To ensure that our market towns and their centres in particular are places 
for cultural and economic activity where people interact and access local 
services; and to ensure the viability and sustainability of our communities 
in our villages and countryside, in ways which protect the district’s local 
built heritage, character and identity. ” 

What issues and options are we looking at? 
Our Main Towns (Principal Service Centres) 

Kendal and Ulverston are our two main towns, and as principal service centres in our 
Local Plan they are the main focus for new housing and employment development in 
the district.  

Through our Local Plan Review we’ll be considering the scale of need for new housing 
and employment development and will be considering options for how these towns 
might grow over the next 20 years. We’ll be looking carefully at how any new growth 
will be supported by high quality green spaces, walking and cycling networks, required 
transport improvements and other infrastructure such as sewerage, electricity 
networks, and education and health services. We’ll also be thinking about how our 
town centres can adapt to the challenges facing them and how we can ensure they 
remain vibrant areas for people to live in, work in and visit. 

Theme 3: Thriving Market Towns, Villages 
and Rural Areas 



Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

Our Rural Areas 

Large parts of South Lakeland are rural in nature, including small villages, hamlets, 
farmsteads and open countryside. Our rural areas are living and working environments, 
as well as places with special environmental qualities.  

Rural Economy 

We’re considering how we can support the rural economy and are consulting on 
whether we should be more flexible in the types of development we allow in rural areas 
such as tourism and business developments.  

Conversion of Rural Buildings 

We have an existing policy that allows the conversion of traditional rural buildings into 
other uses. We are going to clarify what we mean by ‘traditional’ in our review of this 
policy. 

Rural Exception Sites (Affordable Housing) 

We have a policy setting out where we will allow new build housing in rural areas to 
help meet affordable housing needs. We propose a light touch review and update of 
this policy. 

 

 

What is the Local Plan trying to achieve? 
“To ensure that our market towns and their centres in particular are places 
for cultural and economic activity where people interact and access local 
services; and to ensure the viability and sustainability of our communities 
in our villages and countryside, in ways which protect the district’s local 
built heritage, character and identity. ” 

What issues and options are we looking at? 
Our Local Service Centres 

Our Local Service Centres act as hubs providing a range of services for the local 
population and rural communities nearby.  

In the Local Plan Review we will be considering what the development needs of our 
Local Service Centres might be over the next 20 years, and considering which areas and 
sites might be suitable to meet this need. We’ll also be looking at which areas in and 
around the local service centres should be protected from future development to 
preserve the character and identity of our villages. 

At this stage we’ve identified some current issues facing our local service centres and 
are seeking communities’ views on these and their aspirations for the future, to ensure 
the Local Plan supports the viability and sustainability of these villages. 

Theme 3: Thriving Market Towns, 
Villages and Rural Areas 



Green and blue infrastructure, 
open space and recreation 
We think we should: 

• Undertake an Open Spaces Study, Playing Pitch Strategy 
and Green Infrastructure Strategy . 

• Update our policy that sets out the amount and type of 
open space and green infrastructure required in new 
developments, and consider producing extra guidance for 
developers. 

• Consider designating ‘Local Green Spaces’ where they meet 
the criteria set in national policy. 

• Update current policy that sets out the specific 
circumstances where the loss of protected open spaces 
may be allowed 

• Retain policy that supports and encourages high quality 
networks of green infrastructure  

• Identify and protect a green infrastructure network 
comprising a range of open spaces, indicating where gaps 
could be plugged to improve connectivity. 

Air quality 
We are considering whether our existing policy on air quality, 
which requires all new development to be at least ‘air quality 
neutral’ should be updated and perhaps strengthened to set 
stricter local requirements. 

Pollution and contamination  
We need to think about how we manage new development so 
that it does not give rise to pollution or contamination or 
expose itself to it.  We have a policy that was only adopted in 
2019 so we don’t think major updates are required, but are 
considering preparing some additional local guidance. 

Community and social facilities and services  
Facilities including village halls, shops and public houses  make 
an important contribution to the sustainability of our towns and 
villages. We already have a policy to try to ensure such facilities 
remain in a community use and are considering whether this 
policy requires any updating.  

Green and blue infrastructure, open space and 
recreation 
Our Local Plan protects valued green open spaces such as parks, 
playing fields, woodlands and greens. We’re considering how 
our open spaces can work better together to form green 
networks (green infrastructure) and if any spaces can be 
improved for example to support nature recovery.  We’re also 
going to update our policy on the amount and types of open 
space that should be provided on development sites. Have Your Say! 

Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

What is the Local Plan trying 
to achieve? 
“To ensure that new development and open 
spaces support the health and wellbeing of 
communities and encourage active and 
healthy lifestyles ” 

What issues and options are 
we looking at? 
General principles of healthy places 
We’re considering how new development should support our 
health and wellbeing through things like access to quality 
housing, green space and supporting walking and cycling. We’re 
thinking of introducing a new policy that sets out the general 
principles of healthy places and requiring developers to show 
how developments have been designed to support health and 
wellbeing. 

Theme 4: Healthy People and 
Communities 



Self-Build and Custom Build 
We’re looking at how the Local Plan can help support 
people that want to build their own homes. We’re 
considering whether we should identify land just for self-
builders to help them find sites to build on. 

Second Homes and Local Occupancy 
We’re considering whether we could restrict a small 
proportion of new build homes in certain locations to be 
for people with a local connection to the area and to 
require them to be people’s main homes. 

Neighbourhood Plans 
Some communities prepare their own neighbourhood 
plans to guide development in their area. We need to 
provide housing targets for the areas where these are 
being prepared so we are considering options for how this 
could be done. 

Older People’s Housing 
We are considering how the Local Plan can help deliver 
housing for our ageing population, for example by 
allocating sites for older people’s housing, and continuing 
to require all new homes to be accessible and adaptable. 

Gypsies and Travellers 
We are undertaking a study to understand the housing 
needs of gypsies, travellers and travelling showpeople. 
This will inform us whether we need to identify any sites 
for caravan pitches and we’ll take this into account in 
reviewing the Local Plan. 

What is the Local Plan trying to 
achieve? 

“To deliver housing to meet current and future needs, including affordable 
housing, of a quality, type and size which meets a range of needs over 
people’s lifetime ” 

What issues and options are we looking at? 
Building the right number of new homes 
We need to set a new housebuilding target and we think it will be somewhere between 166 and 290 
homes per year based on our existing research. We’re updating our housing need study over the 
coming months. We are trying to make sure enough new homes are built to encourage working age 
people to stay in the area or to move into our area. Once we’ve set a target we’ll need to make sure 
enough land is available to meet it. 

Providing affordable housing—how much? 
We currently require 35% of homes on larger development sites to be affordable for local people. 
We’re considering options such as raising or lowering this requirement or keeping it the same. 

Providing affordable housing—what types? 
We’re considering whether we should keep the current roughly equal split between affordable homes 
for rent and sale in new developments, or change the balance. We're also considering how the 
government's new 'First Homes' requirement can be introduced locally.  

Building the right mix and types of new homes 
We’re thinking about what types and sizes of homes we should be encouraging or requiring through 
the Local Plan and whether we should set more specific requirements in our policies. 

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

We 
already 

have land for 

4,360 new 
homes on sites with 

planning permission 
or allocated in our 

Local Plan

An 
average 

of 279 
new homes per year 

have been built in 
South Lakeland 

between 2015-2020

The 
average 

house in South 
Lakeland 

costs 9.5 times 
the average wage

Theme 5: Meeting Housing Needs 



Protecting existing 
employment areas  
We currently protect local 
employment sites such as 
industrial estates from being 
changed to other uses such as 
housing and shops. Government 
changes to planning rules mean 
that our ability to control this type 
of development will be restricted 
in future so through the review we 
need to understand what we will 
be able to control in future. 

The future of our town centres  
We need to think about how the Local Plan can best set out a positive strategy for our town centres 
given changes in government policy and how we shop and use town centres. We’re considering 
whether our town centre boundaries should be amended and how we can support a wider range of 
uses in our town centres to help them adapt to changes and remain vibrant places. 

Planning for a sustainable economy 
We think the Local Plan should: 

• Develop an economic vision and strategy to ensure we have the right planning policies and land 
supply in place:  working in partnership with 
neighbouring Councils, including around the Bay, 
Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Local Enterprise 
Partnership, businesses and infrastructure stakeholders 
and representatives and local communities.  

• Undertake a review of the demand and supply of 
employment land up to 2040. 

• Carry out a review of sites potentially available to meet 
employment needs, including a review of  the continued 
suitability of those allocated sites which remain 
undeveloped.  

• Review and amend the existing five town centre 
boundaries and primary shopping areas. 

 

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

What is the Local Plan trying to achieve? 
“To support economic growth in ways which are compatible with 
environmental objectives, promote a greener economy, revitalise town 
centres and deliver increased prosperity for the whole community, 
including good quality and better paid jobs” 

What issues and options are we looking at? 
An economic vision and strategy 
We will be setting out a clear strategy to set out how the Local Plan will support the local economy.  

Scale and location of employment development 
We are undertaking a study to assess how much and what type of employment land will be needed up 
to 2040. We will then set a new development target and identify new sites where needed.  

Making better use of undeveloped employment sites 
We are considering how undeveloped allocated employment sites might best be used in future. For 
example we’re considering whether some sites should be removed from the Local Plan or be 
developed for a wider range of uses to help bring them forward for development. 

Types of employment development 
We need to think what types of employment land businesses need, for example offices, warehouses, 
or industrial units. We need to consider whether to try and designate sites for specific types of 
employment uses, although government changes to planning rules mean it is presently unclear 
whether we can still do this.  

Theme 6: Supporting a Sustainable 
Economy 

Index Gross Value Added Growth 2008-2018 
Source : Office for National Statistics 



Broadband and Digital Infrastructure 
Our current Local Plan policy requires developers to explain how they will provide high speed internet 
infrastructure to new homes and businesses. This is a recently adopted policy in 2019 so we don’t 
think it will require major changes in the review, however might be updated if required to reflect 
technology changes. 

Development Viability 
We need to consider the costs of our policies (e.g. providing affordable housing, green spaces, 
contributing to school provision etc) to developers. If the costs are too high then development won’t 
be ‘viable’ and won’t happen. Through the review we will assess the costs of our proposed policies and 
strike the right balance to ensure new development still happens. 

Infrastructure Delivery and Developer 
Contributions 
We think the Local Plan should: 

• Clearly state what contributions developers will need to make to help deliver new or improved 
infrastructure. 

• Make sure that where large development sites are coming forward in a number of phases, that 
there is a clear overall plan for how infrastructure for the whole site will be delivered. 

• Set out what new infrastructure is needed for sites allocated in the plan and understand the costs 
of providing it. 

• Make sure new development is supported by 
new/improved infrastructure. 

• Be informed by an up to date assessment of 
infrastructure capacity. 

 

What is the Local Plan trying to achieve? 
“To ensure that development is supported by essential infrastructure and 
services and promotes safe and sustainable travel, by enhancing greener 
travel networks for walking, cycling and public transport ” 

What issues and options are we looking at? 
Greener Travel Networks 
Our current Local Plan requires developers to link development sites into walking and cycling 
networks and to provide new links where they are needed. This policy was only introduced in 2019 so 
we don’t think it needs any major update yet. 

Safe Access and transport impacts 
Our current Local Plan already includes policies to make sure development sites can be safely accessed 
by different transport modes and that impacts on the road network are fully addressed. It also protects 
routes that may be needed in future such as road or footpath routes. We are going to review and 
update these policies where necessary, for example in light of any new evidence or guidelines. 

Parking in New Developments 
We have a Local Plan policy to ensure appropriate parking is provided in new development, as advised 
by Cumbria County Council. This policy was only introduced in 2019 so we don’t think it needs any 
major update yet. 

Infrastructure Delivery and Developer Contributions  
We will be looking at our approach to making sure that new development is supported by the 
required infrastructure (e.g. utilities, green space, transport connections, education etc) and that 
developers make a contribution to providing it. See our suggested approaches in the list to the right. 

Theme 7: Greener Travel, Transport 
and Infrastructure Delivery 

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 



Well Designed Places 
Good design is not just about how places look, but creating safe, healthy and attractive places.  The 
government is proposing that Councils prepare ‘design codes’ that set out a local framework for 
design. These could be for the whole district, settlements, or even specific sites. We need to think how 
best to prepare design codes in partnership with local communities to reflect local aspirations.  

Natural and Built Environment  
We think the Local Plan should also: 

• monitor the national review of designated landscapes, for any changes which may affect South 
Lakeland.    

• take close account of the pilot Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Cumbria (1 of 5 pilots 
nationally), to help us understand which local habitats need improving or where new ones can be 
created.  

• seek views on whether parts of the coastline merits designation as a Coastal Change 
Management Area 

• promote the updating of local evidence on our built heritage, including the assessment of 
Conservation Areas and developing ‘local lists’ of buildings of special historic or cultural 
importance, locally.    

• promote design guidance for development sites, by requiring masterplans or providing mini-
briefs within the Local Plan. It should also promote the updating of design guidance on topics 
such as traditional shop fronts.   

Have Your Say! 
Read more about this topic in 
our Issues and Options report 

and answer our survey. 

What is the Local Plan trying to achieve? 
“To protect and enhance the district’s varied and high quality environment, 
including through quality design: including its natural landscapes, green 
infrastructure and biodiversity, as well as its rich historic built environment 
and cultural assets ” 

What issues and options are we looking at? 
Protecting Special Landscapes 
We are considering extra design guidance to help ensure that development does not harm the setting 
of the Yorkshire Dales and Lake District National Parks and the Arnside and Silverdale AONB.    

Protecting and Enhancing Nature Conservation  
South Lakeland is rich in important habitats and species. We are thinking of strengthening Local Plan 
policy and preparing guidance to introduce the Government’s proposal for 10% net gain in 
biodiversity in new development, to ensure wildlife habitats are improved through new development. 

Coastal Development and Protection 
South Lakeland’s coastline is of international importance for nature conservation. It also faces issues 
including coastal erosion, flood risk and protecting its landscape quality. We propose updating Local 
Plan policy to reflect new strategies including the Cumbria Coastal Strategy and Northwest Marine 
Plan.   

Our Heritage and Historic Places 
South Lakeland has a rich built and cultural heritage. While our policies are quite up to date, we think a 
further review is needed  to bring them in line with national policy, including a new strategic policy for 
historic conservation.   

Theme 8: Enhancing the Natural and 
Built Environment 



Read More and Have Your Say! 

Have Your Say! 

Once you’ve read our 
documents don’t forget to visit 

our survey and give us your 
views. 

Local Plan Evidence 

Our Local Plan Review will be supported by a wide range of detailed evidence reports 
on a range of topics. You can view all our evidence reports on our Local Plan webpage. 
We will be adding further studies and reports to this page as the Local Plan Review 
progresses. 

Local Plan Evidence Base Webpage 
 

Get Involved! 
Once you've looked through the exhibition boards and browsed our document library 
you can get involved in the Local Plan Review in the following ways: 

Talk to a Planning Officer online or on the phone to ask 
any questions (see details on the 'Talk to a Planning 
Officer' Console) 

Sign up to our mailing list so you'll be 
notified of future consultations  (email 
developmentplans@southlakeland.gov.uk) 

Look out for our drop in  
events in September  
(to be arranged covid-19 
permitting, we'll  
spread the word on  
our website, social  
media and posters  
and flyers) 

Answer our online  
survey to give us  
your views.

Now you’ve had a look at the exhibition boards we hope you’d like to read 
more about the Local Plan Review before responding to our  survey.  

View the documents listed below on our Local Plan Review Issues and 
Options web page by clicking on the link above this board. 

Main Consultation Document 
This is the main document that we have prepared for the Issues and Options (I&O) 
consultation. 

Issues and Options Report: our full consultation document setting out all the 
issues in detail and possible policy options and approaches for comment. 

Key Supporting Documents 

These are some of the supporting documents we have prepared to provide additional 
background information for the Issues and Options report. 

Policy Review Paper: a report setting out which policies in our existing Local 
Plan we are reviewing through the Local Plan Review process. 

Consultation Statement: a report summarising the feedback we received in our 
early engagement in 2020 and how we have taken it into account in preparing the 
Issues and Options report. 

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report: sets out how we will assess the 
Local Plan to ensure it is contributing to sustainable development. It contains a 
wealth of social, economic and environmental information to inform the plan 
review. 

Housing Topic Paper: a report providing more information on the housing 
issues in the I&O report and useful facts and figures. 

Settlement Services and Accessibility Assessment: an assessment of the 
services and facilities within our key and local service centres, and their 
accessibility by public transport/walking. This will inform the review of our 
settlement hierarchy. 

Call for Sites 2020: Submitted Sites: a report presenting the sites that were 
submitted through our Call for Sites in summer 2020. 
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